

Postponed to 2/01/14 


Introduced by Council President Gulliford and Council Member Carter & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Clark, Crescimbeni, Jones, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg, Holt
Yarborough & Daniels:
RESOLUTION 2014-37
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING ANY PROPOSAL TO DEPLETE THE ST. JOHNS RIVER AND ITS ORIGINS BY SIPHONING MILLIONS OF GALLONS OF WATER DAILY FROM THE RIVER  TO HELP MEET THE WATER SUPPLY NEEDS OF CENTRAL FLORIDA OR ANY OTHER PART OF THE STATE; ENCOURAGING THE ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT TO SEEK ALTERNATIVES TO THESE WATER WITHDRAWALS AND THE POTENTIAL DEGRADATION OF THE RIVER AND SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACTS THAT COULD OCCUR TO ALL DOWNSTREAM COMMUNITIES; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL OF COPIES OF THE RESOLUTION; PROVIDING FOR ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River is our community’s greatest natural resource; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), has concluded in their St. Johns River Water Supply Impact Study (WSIS) that an excess of 150 million gallons of water daily could be removed from the St. Johns River between the headwaters and Deland to provide drinking water for Orlando and Central Florida; and 

WHEREAS, a group of independent scientists and experts from the National Research Council (NRC) conducted a peer review of the WSIS, indentified significant shortcomings in the study and expressed concerns regarding many of the conclusions; and

WHEREAS, according to the SJRWMD Regional Water Supply Plan and the Central Florida Water Initiative Water Supply Plan, the total proposed withdrawals from the St. Johns and the Ocklawaha Rivers could exceed 300 million gallons daily; and  


WHEREAS, SJRWMD has not required any mandatory conservation program for the requesting counties prior to those counties removing water resources from the St. Johns and Ocklawaha Rivers; and 


WHEREAS, the withdrawal of the water will further reduce the river’s flow and cause the St. Johns River salinity line to shift upstream, especially during drought and low flow conditions; and 

WHEREAS, no one, including the SJRWMD, fully understands and can anticipate all of the potential impacts to the River’s health and fisheries from the proposed withdrawals; and 

WHEREAS, once the removal of the water has begun and the impacts, whatever they may be, propounded, the reversal of such water withdrawal will be difficult if not impossible; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby express its opposition to the withdrawal of millions of gallons of water daily from the St. Johns and Ocklawaha Rivers, without first requiring mandatory conservation programs by the receiving counties prior to tapping a natural resource.  The City Council further opposes any withdrawal of millions of gallons of water daily without fully understanding the ecological, silting and other impacts that such removal could have on the Rivers on a whole and the people, property, health and welfare of the other impacted lands on the River. Finally the City of Jacksonville fully supports the SJRWMD in any and all efforts to study and establish aggressive water conservation and efficiency programs as a means to providing water needs for today and well into the future. 

Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The Council Secretary is authorized and directed to send copies of this Resolution to members of the St. Johns River Water Management District, the Central Florida Water Initiative and Governor Rick Scott. 
Section 3.

Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. One cycle Emergency passage of this Resolution is requested because the public comment deadline for the Central Florida Water Initiative Water Supply Plan is January 31, 2014, and a Resolution would need to be adopted and transmitted to St. Johns Water Management District by that deadline.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:  Lisa Rinaman
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